
TASK A  

Reflection of previous Units 



Environment 

For my Environment project I wanted to look at inside paces people inhabit. Making my project personal I did a study on my own uni kitchen as I found 
the kitchen was the most interacted place. I made small miniature replicas made out of cardboard showing four situations; one before interaction, 
second showing initial interaction thirdly a party and last the clean up. I wanted to portray the story of moving in to uni. As a series I wanted the four 
images to connect and tell a story 



Identity 

Within the stimuli ‘identity ‘I wanted to 
explore the idea of private and public 
identities, looking at how people can differ 
in their private states (when they’re alone, 
unaware of audiences) to how they present 
themselves in a public space; Addressing the 
question to what is someone’s true identity? 
Is it who a person is when they’re alone and 
stripped bare or is identity what the person 
wants people to perceive them as which 
they can create themselves 
I displayed my images in sets of 2, one 
showing them in a natural state and the 
second how they would portray themselves 
in public. Putting them together shows a 
physical contrast between them.  
I found the first images  of private states 
looked quite timid and coy whereas the 
second public figures had more of a 
character. 



Artist Influence – Thomas Dozol 

When looking at public and private identities I came across the 
photographer Thomas Dozol who looks at private identities. He 
photographs friends and acquaintances as the come out the 
shower, he did this to capture them in their most natural state. 
It was a very private experience. 
This was a strong influence to my work exploring private 
identity. As the aesthetics matched with the concept. This 
shows the opposite of building characters for identity as it aims 
to show the natural. 



Contact sheets – natural identity 

In response to Thomas Dozol I decided to portray a more ‘natural’ sense of identity by similarly showing the subject 
in their  most natural state. When out in public people can sometimes feel more confident behind their character 
they become, here I just wanted to look at what they are when no ones around. Although I liked showing the 
comparison between the two I feel the two ideas of public and private identities could be seen as their own series 
just focusing on one aspect of characterisation. 



Contact sheets – public identity 

In comparison to exploring private identities, I wanted to look at 
the opposite and how people present themselves in public 
surroundings. I used the same subjects and asked them to dress 
and do themselves up how they would publicly. I wanted their to be 
a visual difference in how they appeared and show more of a 
character. The build up of identity through characterisation is part 
of my project I want to take forward in the individual project still 
looking at the question as to what someone's identity is as you can 
change appearance so easily. 



Influences from contextual lectures 

Walker Evans 

As one of my reflective journal tasks I compared the works of 
walker Evans to Yousuf Karsh. Within Evans work I looked at his 
documentary work in America, where he followed families 
effected by the great depression. I feel the way the families where 
dressed and their body language represents the characters in a 
way when the public looks at them you create an identity for the 
people. By taking forward the idea of creating identities through 
characterisation this work shows just by the way people are 
portrayed and dressed you subconsciously create an identity and 
story for that character. 



Influences from essay - 

“how does a portrait photograph come to represent a person? Consider how 
portrait photographers operate in terms of the signification and/or construction of 
identity” 

Cindy Sherman Jason Florio 

In my essay from previous topics, I explored how identity 
was constructed to show someone's identity. Two artists I 
included was Jason Florio and Cindy Sherman both who 
create identities through props clothing and set ups within 
portraits. The work by Sherman created fake identities 
where she used herself multiple times dressed up to create 
different personas, this is something I wanted to take 
forward in addition to my idea of creating public identities. 
Just by adding makeup and props totally different 
characters are shown however this is the same person, in 
addition to the question I wanted to address how can 
someone be identified through their appearance when it 
can change so often, which is what I want to take forward 



Architecture 

For my last project I looked at 
architecture. Here I explored the idea 
behind metaphorical light and how light 
can e seen as godly and uplifting just by 
looking at it can give viewers a feeling I 
then merged this with colour psychology 
and how different colours make you 
subconsciously feel stimulated. By having 
a series of different colours I wanted them 
to link throughout and create a sense of 
different feelings. 



Reflection 
When looking back at my previous work the one I enjoyed the most and felt 
could take forward is my identity project. As stated I originally looked at the 
question of what someone's identity is and how people differ from their 
natural environment to a public state. Visually there is a difference in how 
people portray themselves in public. I feel these images would work well 
being separated from looking at private and public together to separately with 
more focus in. 
Also when looking back on previously researched artists such as Cindy 
Sherman I like the idea of exploring characterisation to create an identity 
taking forward how people portray themselves in the public eye through 
costume. 


